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the Reichswehr was merely a buttress of a detestable regime. It
might eventually absorb the Reichswehr; it would most assuredly
not be absorbed by it. What was worse was the discovery that
National Socialism was tampering with the Reichswehr. Schleicher
took quick action and Hitler retorted with a wild anti-
Reichswehr manifesto ending with: "To the gallows with
Schleicher.35 Between the two it was open war.

And so by 1930 the political situation, as it affected what it
was his business to study, the military situation, had begun to
worry the general in no^ small measure. On most political issues
he kept an open mind; although he was by predilection "national,"
he was, as a military expert, judging, as it was his duty to judge,
from the military point of view, quite capable of thinking out
a "national" policy that was fundamentally opposed to all the
Nationalist policies. For the present Nationalist leaders he had
little sympathy. He was too much of a realist to appreciate Seldte,
too much of a gentleman to appreciate Hugenberg, and too much
of a Prussian aristocrat to appreciate Hitler; and he was quite
shrewd enough to appreciate men so different as Stresemann and
Hermann Mueller. For him the abiding fact in the political
situation was that between them Hugenberg and Hitler had
wrecked the "national" unity and rendered the Right, where
naturally he expected to find the best bases of strong government,
temporarily hors de combat. Though in the spectacle now pre-
sented by the parliamentary system he could see little sign of
a basis anywhere, he was still sufficiently under the influence of
Groener and the atmosphere of loyalty radiated from the presi-
dential palace, not to make the mistake of identifying "strong"
government with unconstitutional government. All the tradition
of his caste coupled with his own sad experiences, made him
reject the identification of "strong" government with revolu-
tionary government. Fundamentally he, no more than any other
Prussian officer who knew his trade, ever did or could understand
Hitler, and to him much of Hitler's programme and a good many
of Hitler's lieutenants were anathema. He did not fear a successful
Hitler revolution in 1930, What he did fear was the growth of
Hitler's army as a result of "weak" government, an attempt at